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Notes by Grandmaster Raymond Keene OBE


As reported in column 6, Julian Hodgson won this year's British Chess Championship. His key victory came in round ten when, using his favourite Trompovsky Attack, he strategically outplayed grandmaster Chris Ward, himself a former British champion.


Hodgson - Ward�Smith & Williamson British Chess Championship, Millfield 2000 �Trompovsky Attack


1 d4 Nf6 �2 Bg5 e6 �3 e4 h6 �4 Bxf6 Qxf6 �5 c3 d6 �6 Bd3 e5 �7 Ne2 g6 �8 0-0 Bg7 �The Trompovsky Attack is one of Hodgson's favourites. White trades the bishop pair in order to gain time and space in the early stages. If Black consolidates he will normally be okay. The trick is to keep Black on the run. White's ninth move is an attempt to improve on 9 Na3 as played in the game Summerscale - Adams, France 1999. �9 f4 exd4 �10 cxd4 Nc6 �11 e5 Qd8 �12 Nbc3 0-0 �13 Rc1 dxe5 �14 dxe5 g5 �This would appear to be extraordinarily risky. Alternatives such as 14 ... Nb4 or 14 ... Bg4 spring readily to mind. �15 Nd5 �Black may have overlooked this. For the refutation of 15 ... Qxd5 see this week's puzzle. �15 ... gxf4 �16 Nexf4 Nxe5 �17 Rxc7 Bg4 �18 Be2 Qg5 �19 Bxg4 Nxg4 �20 h3 Ne5 �21 Nh5 �As a result of Black's misconception on move 14 White now dominates the board. �21 ... Rad8 �22 Nxg7 Qxg7 �23 Ne7+ Kh8 �24 Qc2 Rd3 �25 Rc8 Rdd8 �26 Rxd8 Rxd8 �27 Qe4 Rd2 �28 Nf5 Qf6 �29 Nxh6 �A neat tactic winning material. �29 ... Qxh6 �30 Qxe5+ Qg7 �31 Qe4 Rxb2 �32 Rf4 �White has traded in his extra pawn for a devastating attack against the exposed black king. Note that the white queen on e4, powerfully centralised, has been ideal both for aggressive purposes and for defending against Black's meagre threats against g2. �32 ... Rb6 �33 Qe8+ Qg8 �34 Rh4+ Kg7 �35 Qe5+ Kf8 �36 Rh8 �Black resigns 





