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Notes by Grandmaster Raymond Keene OBE


The Hastings Premier is one of the UK's leading international events and is the longest running chess tournament in the world, the first having been in 1895. Hastings traditionally starts after Christmas and continues over the new year period. Last year's event was won by grandmaster Emil Sutovsky of Israel. It was a competent rather than stirring performance, but the percentage of decisive games in the event on the whole was good. Here is a typical win by the powerful Israeli.


Sokolov - Sutovsky�Hastings Premier 1999/2000�Grunfeld Defence 


1 d4 Nf6�2 c4 g6 �3 Nc3 d5 �4 cxd5 Nxd5 �5 Bd2�An extraordinary move. White is prepared to lose time in order to challenge Black's g7-bishop, or to drive Black's king's knight to an unfamiliar square. �5 ... Bg7 �6 e4 Nb6 �6 ... Nxc3 7 bxc3 falls in readily with White's plans. �7 Be3 0-0 �8 Be2 Nc6�9 Nf3 Bg4 �10 d5 Bxf3�11 Bxf3�Feeble. The testing line is 11 gxf3 Ne5 12 Qb3 or 11 ... Nc5 12 Bd4. ��11 ... Ne5�12 Be2 Nec4 �13 Bc1 c6 �White has wasted too much time and Black seizes the initiative. �14 dxc6 bxc6�15 Qc2 Qd4�16 0-0 Rfd8 �17 Rb1 Na3 �A neat move, splitting White's pawns and creating a passed pawn on the c-file. �18 bxa3 Qxc3�19 Qxc3 Bxc3�20 Ba6 c5 �21 Bf4 Bd2 �22 Be5 c4 �Offering the exchange to increase the power of his advancing pawn. �23 Bb7 f6�24 Bc7 Rd7�25 Bxa8 Rxc7�26 Bd5+ Nxd5�27 exd5 c3�28 g3 c2 �29 Rbc1 Kf7 �Black can pick his moment to win back the rook. Meanwhile White also has a weak pawn on d5 to worry about. �30 Kg2 f5 �31 f4 Ke8�32 Kf3 Kd7�33 Ke2 Bxc1�34 Rxc1 Kd6 �35 Kd2 Kxd5�36 a4 h5�37 a5 a6�38 h4 Kd4 �White resigns 


White has run out of moves and the king and pawn endgame is hopeless for him. 





