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Notes by Grandmaster Raymond Keene OBE


Jonathan Speelman turned in a solid result in last year’s Hastings tournament. Around a decade ago, despite his unusual anti-theoretical style, Speelman regularly held a position in the top handful of players in the world. Although he has dropped down the lists somewhat since then he is still capable of highly interesting and unusual play as the following game demonstrates. 


Speelman – McShane �Hastings Premier 1999/2000 �TLondon System


1 Nf3 Nf6 �2 d4 g6 �3 c3 �Speelman prefers offbeat lines against well prepared opponents.�3 ... Bg7 �4 Bf4 0-0 �5 h3 d6 �6 e3 Nbd7 �7 Na3�This is bordering on the eccentric. �7 ... Ne4 �8 Qc2 f5 �9 Bd3 Ndf6 �10 0-0-0 c5 �11 dxc5 Nxc5 �12 Bc4+ d5 �13 Nb5 �A normally quiet opening has been converted into a maelstrom by Speelman’s decision to castle queenside. �13 ... Qb6�14 Rxd5 �An interesting sacrifice and the only way to justify White’s conduct of the game so far. �14 ... Nxd5�15 Bxd5+ Be6 �16 Nc7 Bxd5 �17 Nxd5 Qa6 �18 Kb1 e5 �19 Bg5 �Capturing on e5 invites the annoying ... Qe6 at some juncture. �19 ... Rf7�20 Be7 Qc6 �21 Ng5! �This forces events. It is a very interesting piece sacrifice. �21 ... Qxd5 �22 Rd1 Qc4 �23 Nxf7 Kxf7 �24 Bxc5 Qxc5 �25 Qb3+ Kf6 �26 Rd7 Rf8 �27 Qxb7 Bh6 �28 h4�Black is strangely paralysed. What he does leads to disaster, but White will soon start to pick up more material, starting on h7.�28 ... Qb6�29 Qd5 Qb8 �30 Qc6+�Black resigns 





